MEMORIES                                 185
the Terrace of the House of Commons. There Theresa
and her twin sister spent many happy hours, wandering in
and out of groups of Members of Parliameat careful to be-
have with becoming propriety and reserve, so as not to
disturb them in their conversation.
Mr. Neill, so his daughter relates, was an enthusiastic
admirer of Frenchwomen, considering them to be the best-
cultured in the world. For this reason he sent his three
eldest daughters to Amiens, having heard of that school
from a Jesuit Father staying in London. His boy was at the
Jesuit College, yet the three girls had the cruelty to write
home week by week: " Send us the twins/' and thus it
was that after a preliminary trial, during which their mother
remained in the convent with them, Theresa and her
sister, aged five, were enrolled among the one hundred
and sixty boarders*
For the first two years the little English girls were made
to live a kind of nursery life apart, lovingly mothered by
every nun in the community and lionised by a number of
distinguished persons outside* They were invited to
" dine " at the Bishop's Palace, and for this occasion were
encouraged to choose their own toilettes. With light
blue silk frocks and long curls hanging down their backs
they set out, therefore, but enjoyed themselves only moder-
ately, so overwhelming had been the injunctions for perfect
behaviour and bonne feme. Monsieur le Prefet followed
suit with an invitation, and there were other distractions,
but the chief event of those early years was the fire which
broke out during the night in an adjoining building.
Mother Theresa describes the evacuation of the junior
dormitory by the host of sleepy maidens, quiet, perfectly
disciplined and unafraid. And " Where shall we put the
twins ? " someone asked* " In my bed/* answered the